
SKETCHBOOK assignments  
Here are some prompts and exercises to draw from… pick and choose, but please make sure to put the date of completion, 
and also log the amount of time taken for each task.  Some will take, some …90 minutes, and some may require many 
iterations of an idea over a long period of time before the final design is decided upon.  It doesn’t matter.  What DOES matter 
is that you continue to challenge yourself beyond what is comfortable and familiar to you.  In that way, you can be assured of 
continuing to grow in your perception, technical skill, and conceptual sophistication as an artist. 

Quick sketches 
Your dog or cat or pet.  Sketch your dog scratching, rolling on his back on a rug, your cat chasing a lizard up tree, people 
standing around, people doing yard work, birds on the birdfeeder, your siblings playing…action  

Continuous line contour drawings 
A pair of shoes, a stack of books, a video game controller, a corner of your room, your car, sea shells, children’s toys, a purse or 
back pack… 

Cross-contour studies 
A bunch of bananas, a green pepper, an American Flag on a pole, a soft drink bottle that has texture, a striped bathrobe 
hanging, a woven basket 

Empty space drawings 
The space between power lines, patches of sky when it’s partly cloudy 

Value studies 
A crumpled piece of paper, stainless steel kitchen utensils, a clear glass of water, anything made out of shiny metal, a puddle of 
water… 
The same object over and over again, with different value rendering techniques, (hatching and cross-hatching, stippling, 
blended shading…) 

Challenges 
• find a picture of a very old person and draw it, lines and all. 
• Draw a pine cone enlarged to fill the entire page 
• Draw a close up of a bowl of popcorn looking down into it 
• A bunch of grapes 
• Draw a brass musical instrument 
• Draw something completely with your non-dominant hand 
• Your hands, your feet resting on a chair in front of you, someone lying down looking at them from their head, or their 

feet (foreshortening) 
• Go outside and draw 10 completely different types of trees 

 

Perspective 
Go outside and sit in the middle of the sidewalk and draw the sidewalk going away from you, draw your house from a corner, 
draw a corner of a room with all furniture 

Draw a portrait of….  
Consider what makes a good portrait.  Is it likeness, is it illustration of character, is it symbolic of the essence? 

• Draw a portrait of a comfortable chair 
• A self-portrait using the objects or things that are most meaningful to you  

 

DESIGN 
• A logo for an unlikely business…(dog poop pick up service, dead flowers florist to send bouquets to your enemies, make up your 

own, then advertise it). 
• Design a neighborhood sign that embodies your unique corner of the world 

Research one artist from any of these art styles 
Renaissance, gothic, romanticism, fauvism, realism, expressionism, modern, pop 
Research a specific art form from any of these geographic areas 
African, Asian, Indian, Aboriginal, Celtic, South American, Aboriginal American 


